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First Safe-in-Sound Excellence in Hearing Loss 
Prevention Awards™ Presented
Pamela S. Graydon, M.S. and Thais C. Morata, Ph.D.

Hearing loss continues to be a major health and quality-of-
life problem in the United States.   It is the second most self-
reported ailment after back problems.  In the workplace, hearing 
loss is one of the most prevalent work-related conditions.  
Although some employers focus their hearing conservation 
efforts on compliance alone, other companies recognize that 
mere compliance with regulations will not prevent hearing loss, 
and these companies have redirected their programs to have 
zero tolerance for hearing loss.  The Safe-in-Sound Excellence 
in Hearing Loss Prevention Awards™ program was designed 
to reward and learn from those companies that have excellent 
programs for preventing hearing loss. 
2009 Awards

The first Safe-in-Sound Awards were presented during 
the 2009 Conference of the National Hearing Conservation 
Association (NHCA). Co-sponsored by NHCA and the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), these 
awards honor companies that have shown their dedication 
to excellent hearing loss prevention practices in the work 
environment. The objectives of these awards are to recognize 
organizations that document measurable achievements in 
hearing loss prevention programs, obtain information on their 
real-world successes, and widely disseminate information on 
how others can use these successful strategies or benchmark 
their own programs.

“We are pleased to be able to recognize these organizations 
for their leadership in preventing work-related hearing loss,” 
said NIOSH Acting Director Christine Branche, Ph.D. “NIOSH 
is constantly looking to elevate the quality of hearing loss 
prevention programs, and this is an excellent opportunity to 
share new ideas and best practices to help improve many areas 
in worker safety and health.”
Manufacturing Sector

Pratt & Whitney, a United Technologies Corp. Company, 
was recognized for the comprehensive approach taken at its 
East Hartford, Connecticut, facility which aims at excellence 
in every component of the hearing loss prevention program; 
for their exceptional commitment to noise control and for 
promoting the active involvement of the workforce in their 
efforts.  

Domtar Paper Company in Kingsport Mill, Tennessee, was 
recognized for the comprehensive integration of its hearing loss 
prevention program and a demonstrated commitment to extend 
hearing loss prevention practices beyond the occupational 
work environment into recreational and community activities 
enjoyed by their workers and their families.
Services Sector

Public entities in Ohio do not fall under the purview of the 
Federal or State Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA), but the Montgomery County Water Services 

proactively addresses each of the components of an effective 
hearing loss prevention program, often extending beyond 
minimal regulatory requirements. They were recognized for 
the comprehensive approach taken, aiming at excellence in 
every component of the hearing loss prevention program, for 
developing innovative strategies for addressing the variable 
work routine of their noise-exposed workers, and for promoting 
the active involvement of the workforce in their safety and 
health efforts.
Innovation Award

Sensaphonics Hearing Conservation, Inc., in Chicago, 
IL, received the Safe-In-Sound Innovation in Hearing Loss 
Prevention Award for being a pioneer in combining products, 
audiology services, and education to reach their hearing loss 
prevention goals, for a culture of innovation and educational 
outreach, and for having raised awareness of the importance 
of hearing loss prevention among audiologists, the music 
industry and the general public.

Back row, top left to top right: Charlie Floyd (Domtar), Mark 
Skripol (P&W),  Pam Graydon (NIOSH), Tim Brooks (P&W), 
Nancy Hitchins (P&W),  Meg Gildea (P&W),  Ed Nelson 
(P&W), Thais Morata (NIOSH), Dom Chiulli (P&W),  Craig 
Thompson (P&W), Deanna Meinke (NHCA), Jim Newhall 
(NIOSH) and James Lankford (NHCA). Front row (seated), left 
to right: Connie Muncy (MCWS), Debbie Davis (Domtar), Dave 
Russel (P&W) and Michael Santucci (Sensaphonics).

More details on each award recipient and their nominations 
can be found online at: http://www.safeinsound.us/09winners.
html
Safe-In-Sound Website

The traffic recorded on the Safe-in-Sound website is being 
monitored to quantify interest in this initiative. This monitoring 
has indicated that the initiative has been well received. So far 
this year website traffic is more than double that of the same 
time last year.
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Safe-in-Sound… – continued from page 7 

Figure 1: Traffic recorded by www.safeinsound.us between April 2008 
and March 2009.

It is expected that interest and participation in this award 
will greatly increase in this and subsequent years as more 
organizations become aware of the opportunity.

Nominations for the next awards are due by Aug. 1, 2009. 
Visit www.safeinsound.us for information. 
Thais C. Morata, Ph.D. is a Research Audiologist and Project Director for the 
Safe-In-Sound Award Program.  Pamela S. Graydon, M.S. is an Electronics 
Engineer and Project Manager for the Safe-In-Sound Award Program.  They 
are employed by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Top 25 Course Directors for 2008 
CAOHC would like to thank the following Course Directors for their outstanding performance and 
contribution to the occupational hearing conservation industry.  
The following individuals certified and re-certified a total of 2638 occupational hearing conservationists in 2008.   

1.	 Timothy A. Swisher, MA, CCC-A	
Hearing Safety	
Pittsburgh, PA

2.	 James Jerome, MA, CCC-A	
Workplace Integra	
Fishers, IN

3.	 John Elmore, AuD, MBA, CCC-A	
Precision Hearing Conservation	
Helotes, TX

4.	 Johnny Sanders, MA, CCC-A	
Health Testing Solutions	
Houston, TX

5.	 Robert Rhodes, PhD	
OMI	
Hattiesburg, MS

6.	 Melette Meloy, MS, CCC-A	
Sound Solutions	
Dallas, GA

7.	 Thomas Thunder, AuD, FAAA, 
INCE	
Acoustic Associates, Ltd.	
Palatine, IL

8.	 Georgia Holmes, AuD, CCC-A	
Holmes Hearing Services	
Montgomery, AL

9.	 Linda Moulin, PhD, JD	
Environmental Technology 
Corporation	
Roswell, GA

10.	 Charles Fankhauser, PhD	
MEDI	
Benicia, CA

11.	 Kathryn Deppensmith, MS, CCC-A	
Occupational Marketing, Inc	
Houston, TX

12.	 Kristen McCall, AuD, CCC-A	
Center for Hearing Health	
Auburn, CA

13.	 Roger Angelelli, PhD	
Audiometric Baseline Consulting	
Bethel Park, PA

14.	 Carol Snyderwine, MA, CCC-A	
Euclid Hospital	
Cleveland, OH

15.	 Pamela Gordon-DuPont, MS, CCC-A	
Gordon Hearing Conservation, Inc	
Chester, CT

16.	 Laurie Wells, AuD, FAAA, CPS/A	
Associates in Acoustics, Inc	
Loveland, CO

17.	 Thomas Cameron, PhD, CCC-A, 
CPS/A	
Environmental Investigations, Inc	
Morrisville, NC

18.	 Laura Kauth, MA, CCC-A	
Audiology Consultants, PC	
Davenport, IA

19.	 Michele Alexander, MS, CCC-A	
Workplace Integra	
Stone Mountain, GA 

20.	 Thomas Norris, PhD	
The Hearing Center	
Indian Wells, CA

21.	 David Nelson, AuD, FAAA, 
CCC-A, CPS/A	
The Hearing Advantage, PC	
Tonawanda, NY

22.	 Ted Madison, MA, CCC-A	
3M Occupational Health & 
Environmental Safety	
St. Paul, MN

23.	 Jorge Morales, MD, MS	
Procter and Gamble Latin America	
Cruz Del Cristo, Mexico

24.	 Pamela Cronin, MS, CCC-A	
South Valley ENT	
Sandy, UT

25.	 Mary M. McDaniel, AuD, CCC-A, 
CPS/A	
Pacific Hearing Conservation, Inc.	
Seattle, WA

Thank you for your dedication to CAOHC and the Hearing Conservation industry




